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Activity 1 

In class: 

 

o Divide into groups of 4–5. 

o Your teacher will give each group a copy of a print by a South African 

printmaking artist whose work reflects a specific time in South African history. 

o As a group you have to discuss this artwork by reflecting on the following 

questions.  

o Record your discussion notes in the spaces provided. 

 

 
John Muafangejo  Angola or Kunene Republic (1976) 

John Muafangejo was a printmaker who worked,studied and taught at Rorke’s Drift 

in KwaZulu Natal.  

He was born in 1943, and died in 1987.  

He is best known for his woodcuts. 

He became famous internationally, and exhibited his work all over the world. 

He made social comments with his work, and also recorded the lifestyle of his 

community in his prints. 

 

In this print, Muafangejo has recorded an aspect of his community life. 
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Activity 1 

When an artist is prepared to spend time on a topic, it must mean something to him. 

Look closely at Muafangejo’s work. 

 

1.1 Why do you think the artist values the experience of a 

group of men drinking beer  together?  

 

 

 

1.2 What aspect of community is he showing here? (Look at the actions and the 

attitudes of the human figures. What can they teach you about this work?) 

 

 

 

 

Making a social comment in a piece of artwork does not always have to be about 

something that is important to the whole world, like HIV and AIDS or pollution. 

 

Sometimes it can be something that is of great importance to the artist. The artist 

then chooses to highlight this personal aspect in their work. 

 

One of Muafangejo’s prints that show socio-cultural activities is; We are Drinking 

Ovambo Beer at Eliakimas Kraal 1977. 

 

Although Muafangejo seemed to give a direct interpretation of these socio- cultural 

activities, the question as to why he selected the specific activities might reveal 

some interesting motives. For example, in his print entitled; We are Drinking 

Ovambo Beer at Eliakimas Kraal 1977, could be regarded as “his personal 
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experiences [that] are portrayed in an almost childlike way, with sincere naivety that 

is not affected in any way”.  Referring to the print as „child-like or naivety‟,  

Schoeman’s statement is problematic that this print is not different from most of 

Muafangejo’s other prints and the subject matter. 

 

Muafangejo is just trying to communicate his message in a simple way so that it can 

be understood by all and sundry, including those who are not art literate. 

 

Furthermore, a close look at the print  reveals that it is not just about the local 

community or those in the neighbourhood who gathered at Eliakimas‟ homestead 

for a social moment. The inclusion of white faces seems to suggest how Muafangejo 

was devoted to his ideals of social harmony for all Namibians. It could be his vision 

of a free and independent Namibia in which all people would enjoy freedom and 

prosperity, a land free from hunger, poverty and disease. 

 

Muafangejo combines elements of rural traditional life with urban life in the way the 

people are dressed. In a composition such; We are drinking Ovambo Bier at 

Eliakimas Kraal [fig.8] and others where he portrayed whites and blacks drinking 

together. Muafangejo advocated equality between the races, giving equal value and 

merit to black culture alongside white traditions (Palumbo, 2005). “Muafangejo 

envisioned an idyllic society, where the barriers to racial harmony would be removed 

by education, appreciation, and understanding.[This] could only be achieved by 

social interaction between blacks and whites”. 

We live in different communities, and these communities have practices that are 

unique to them. 

 

Activity 2 

 Think about the following and discuss in groups of four: 

1.1 Is there some aspect of your community that you value? 
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1.2 Is there some aspect of your community that concerns you? 

 

 

 

 

1.3 What issues would you choose to highlight? 

 

 

 

 

1.4 What is the title of this artwork? 

 

 

 

1.5 Who is the artist? 

 

 

 
 

1.6 Describe this artwork in as much detail as possible. 
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1.7 What social commentary does this artwork make? Remember to consider 

this against the social and political time in which it was created. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1.8 Which art element do you consider to be the most striking in this artwork? 

Explain. 

 

 

 

 

1.9 Which design principle do you think the artist has used best in this artwork? 

Explain. 

 

 

 

 

1.10 What personal meaning does this artwork hold for you? 
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Activity 3 

 
At home: 
 

• Think of a couple of social issues and write one down that you feel strongly 
about e.g. the housing crisis in the urban areas, 

•  HIV/AIDS, working conditions, unemployment, access to service delivery and 
issues of democracy, transparency and accountability, corruption, poverty, 
crime, xenophobia, economy, drought, racism, sexism, health conditions etc. 

 
 
3.1  Write down one social issue that you feel strongly about 

 

 
3.2  Explore different ways in which you can comment on one or more of the above 

issues by making a variety of thumbnail drawings in your Visual Diary. 

• Consider the following: 

• Appropriate symbols to convey your message 

• What is the overall mood and message you want to create 

• How will you be able to achieve the above through the use of the different art 

elements and design principles? 

• You may do some research to see how other artists make use of the 

different art elements and design principles in their work. 

• Make sure that you never copy the work of another artist. 
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In class: 

1. Make a thumbnail drawing that you think best comments on the social issue 

you have chosen and make a rough drawing in the space below.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Materials to create your artwork: 
 

-   white wax crayon     

-   black waterproof ink or black tempera 

paint 

-   small amount of dishwashing liquid,  

-  paintbrush 

-   simple etching tools (sharp found 

objects: nails, pins, compass points, etc.) 

-   stiff paper/board (approximately 30 x 

40cm) 

-   fine steel wool, sandpaper 
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Instructions sheet 

1. Start by covering your paper/board with a layer of white wax crayon.  

2. Press hard and make sure that you cover the whole surface. 

3. Mix a small amount of dishwashing liquid (a couple of drops) with your black 

waterproof ink or tempera paint.  

4. Paint the whole surface of your paper/board and leave to dry completely. 

5. Draw your artwork on your scraperboard with a yellow or pink pastel chalk 

pencil. 

6. Make use of your etching tools to scratch out your artwork. 

7.  Think carefully of positive and negative shape and how that will affect the  

 overall mood before you start scratching. 

8.  In order to create texture, you can always refer back to your mark-making 

 library in your  Visual Diary (Grade 7) for ideas and inspiration.  

Tip: Cross-hatching and stippling are great ways of creating texture! 

 
Note:  If you make a mistake in your picture, simply fix it by painting that part with 
another layer of black paint! 
o Once you have completed your artwork you must exhibit it in the classroom, 

before critically reflecting on your own work, as well as that of your peers.  
 
Reflect 
Are you happy with the end result of your artwork? Were you able to comment 

effectively on your social issue through the use of different art elements and design 

principles? Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Describe the picture that stands out for you. What is the theme in this artwork? 

What makes it stand out? Explain. 
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3. Describe the artwork you like the least. Why don’t you like it? If you had to 

create this artwork again what would you do differently? Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Colour in Art 

What is Colour? 

Light is the basis of all visual art and all colours are part of light. 

If we did not have light we should not have any colour. 

Light radiates from  a source at different wavelengths.   

Each wavelength corresponds to a different colour. 

An object will absorb certain wavelengths and reflect others. 

The reflected light creates the colour of the object. 

The famous scientist Isaac Newton experimented with light and colour. 

One of the  things he experimented with was the prism. 

When a beam of light passes through the glass prism,  the light divides into seven 

colours of the rainbow. 

These seven colours presents the colour spectrum. 

Here is an example of colours being separated through a prism. 
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The Light and Colour of Impressionism 

  

CLAUDE MONET (1840-1926) 
'Rouen Cathedral in Full Sunlight', 1893 (oil on canvas) 

 

 

 

Light as an artistic medium  

 

JAMES TURRELL (b.1943) 

'St. Elmo’s Breath' 1992 , light projection 

 

 

 

COLOR THEORY - COLOR AS SYMBOL 

Colour have always been recognized for its symbolic power and an appreciation of 
this reaches back to ancient times. However, the understanding and interpretation of 
colour symbolism has changed over time and varies  from  culture to country. 
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Red 

PAUL GAUGUIN (1848-1903) 
'Vision After The Sermon', 1888 (oil on 
canvas) 

Red through its association with fire and 
blood is used to represent danger, anger 
and violence. For the same reason it is also 
associated with affairs of the heart: love and 
passion. 

In Paul Gauguin's 'Vision after the Sermon', 
Jacob wrestles with the angel in a blood red 

field of spiritual battle, an apt metaphor for his internal struggle against the will of 
God. 

Orange 
MARK ROTHKO (1903-1970) 
'Orange and Yellow', 1956 (oil on canvas) 

Orange symbolizes creativity, change, energy 
and endurance.  It is the colour that represents 
Autumn. As a secondary colour it combines 
elements of the colours used to mix it: the 
creative passion of red with the energy and joy of 
yellow. 

Mark Rothko, the American abstract 
expressionist artist, encouraged viewers to stand 
close to his large paintings so that they became 
spiritually immersed in the experience of colour. 

'Orange and Yellow'  is the door to an inferno of  colour with a radiant energy that 
invites the spectator to open their emotions to "a spiritual kinship with primitive and 
archaic art" 

 

 

 

 

 

https://artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/art_movements/fauvism.htm
https://artyfactory.com/color_theory/color_terms_1.htm
https://artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/timelines/modern_art_timeline_part_2.html
https://artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/timelines/modern_art_timeline_part_2.html
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Yellow 

VINCENT VAN GOGH (1853-1890) 
'Sunflowers', 1889 (oil on canvas) 

Yellow is the colour of the sun - the life support for our 
planet. As such it has come to represent life, energy, 
happiness, hope and wisdom. 

Vincent Van Gogh's 'Sunflowers' is painted almost entirely 
with yellow and without any shadows. It expresses the 
radiance of sunshine rather than giving us a detailed 
description of what the flowers look like. Van Gogh also uses 
yellow as the symbol of hope and friendship as the 

'Sunflower' series was painted to welcome his friend Paul Gauguin to the Yellow 
House in Arles. Van Gogh painted two series of 'Sunflowers' between August 1888 
and January 1889. This example is from the Van Gogh Museum in Amsterdam and 
is a copy of an earlier version which is in the National Gallery in London. 

Green 

PAUL CÉZANNE (1839-1906) 
'The Bridge at Maincy', 1879 (oil on 
canvas) 

Green, as the colour of plants and grass, 
is the colour of nature and all that is 
associated with health and growth. 
However, it is also used to represent 
more negative traits such as envy and 
inexperience. 

Cézannes painting of 'The Bridge at 
Maincy' is a formal composition of 

horizontal, vertical and diagonal lines whose rigor is somewhat relieved by the 
curves of the bridge. What turns this steadfast structure into a woodland sanctuary 
is the myriad of greens which bathe the scene in a magical emerald light. Paul 
Cézanne called his paintings, 'constructions after nature''. He saw painting in 
abstract terms as the construction and arrangement of colour on a two-dimensional 
surface.  The composition was simply a vehicle to assist with the realization of this 
surface structure of pattern and colour. 

https://artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/landscapes/vincent_van_gogh.htm
https://artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/art_movements/post_impressionism.htm
https://artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/art_movements/post_impressionism.htm
https://artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/art_movements/post_impressionism.htm
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Blue 

JAMES MCNEIL WHISTLER (1834-1903) 
'Nocturne, Blue and Silver: Chelsea', 1871 (oil on wood) 

Blue is the coolest and most calming of all the colours. As 
the colour of the sky, it has been used since ancient times 
to represent heaven. In classical mythology, blue was the 
colour associated with the gods, Venus and Jupiter. In 
Christianity, it becomes the symbol of the Virgin Mary as 

Queen of Heaven. As the colour of the ocean, it is also suggests qualities like 
freshness, purity and hygiene. 

The calmness of blue is seldom more visible than in this 'nocturne' of the River 
Thames by Whistler. The view is at twilight from Battersea looking across to 
Chelsea. The style is strongly influence by the Japanese art of 'ukiyo-e' which 
translates as 'pictures of the floating world'. 

 Purple 

FYODOR ROKOTOV (1736-1808) 
Catherine the Great (1780) 

Purple is the colour of royalty, wealth and power. In 
times past, purple dyes were rare and expensive. Only 
the rich and powerful could afford to wear clothes of this 
luxurious colour. 

Catherine II, known as Catherine the Great, supported 
the development of the arts, literature and education in 
Russia. Her personal art collection became the 
foundation of the Hermitage Museum in St. Petersburg. 
She is portrayed here wearing a gown of the finest 
purple silk draped with ermine robes, clothes worthy of 

her noble status. 
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Brown 
VINCENT VAN GOGH (1853-1890) 
'Shoes', 1888 (oil on canvas) 

Brown is the color of earth, wood and stone. As 
such, it evokes craftsmanship and the great 
outdoors. It is also used to represent humility: a 
down to earth virtue. 

Although this painting is from Vincent Van Gogh's 
later body of work which is noted for the brilliance of 

its color, he reverts to the darker palette of his earlier work to reflect the humility of 
the subject matter. These are the tired old shoes of a humble peasant. Van 
Gogh paints this image in rugged earthy browns to suggest the hardship of their 
owner's life and to pay respect to the dignity of manual labour. 

Black 

  

KÄTHE KOLLWITZ (1867-1945) 
'The Widow', 1922-23 (woodcut) 

Black and its association with darkness is used to represent death, 
evil, witchcraft, fear and mourning. 

'The Widow' by Käthe Kollwitz is one of a series of prints from a 
portfolio called Kreig (War) which deals with the wretched human 
tragedy of World War 1. This is a desolate image of a grief stricken 

wife who is embracing the memory of her departed husband. Black is the only 
appropriate color for such a sad and distressing subject. 

 Grey 

PABLO PICASSO (1881-1973) 
'Goat Skull, Bottle and Candle', 1952 (oil on 
canvas) 

Grey is the natural colour of some metals and 
stone, but it also has some negative associations 
with the weather, boredom, decay and old age. 
Grey is a mixture of black (death) and white (peace) 
and is the colour of ashes and dust. As such it is 

https://artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/art_movements/post_impressionism.htm
https://artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/art_movements/post_impressionism.htm
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also associated with death and mourning. 

'Goat Skull, Bottle and Candle' by Pablo Picasso is a modern 'Vanitas' still life - a 
traditional genre that addresses the idea of our mortality. Vanitas still life’s depicted 
objects that had a symbolic meaning: a skull as a symbol of death or a candle as the 
transient flame of life. 

It is believed that this painting was inspired by the death of Nikos Beloyannis, the 
Greek resistance leader, who was executed for treason. Many thought that the 
charges of passing information to the Russians were simply a bogus excuse to get 
rid of one of the figureheads of the Communist Party of Greece (KKE). This incident 
gave rise to international protests which were supported by Picasso, calling for his 
release. 

Picasso often painted in monochrome to heighten the emotional tone of his work. He 
is noted for his blue and rose periods as well as the unifying brown tones 
of analytical cubism. However, he seems to reserve painting in grey tones (grisaille) 
for his images of death and oppression: 'Guernica' (1937), 'The Charnel House' 
(c.1944-48), the Goya inspired 'Massacre in Korea' (1951) and 'Goat Skull, Bottle 
and Candle' (1952) which is, in essence, an elegy for Nikos Beloyannis. 

 White 

KAZIMIR MALEVICH (1887-1935) 
'Suprematist Composition: White on White ', 1918 (oil 
on canvas) 

White and its association with light is used to represent 
peace, purity and goodness. 

In 1915, the Russian artist Kazimir Malevich developed a 
geometric style of abstract art which he 
called Suprematism. He believed that pure abstract form 

had a spiritual power with an ability to open the mind to ‘the supremacy of pure 
feeling’ and there was no purer color for that purpose than white. 

Colour has important properties 

Hues 
 
Hues the name of a pure colour. 
They are the seven colours of the rainbow. 
These hues can be mixed together in different variations to produce 
hundreds and thousands of colours e.g. yellow, red, blue etc.  
Hues are divided into three groups:  Primary,  Secondary and 
Tertiary colours. 

https://artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/animals_in_art/Pablo_Picasso.htm
https://artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/still_life/harmen_steenwyck.htm
https://artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/art_movements/cubism.htm
https://artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/timelines/modern_art_timeline.htm
https://artyfactory.com/art_appreciation/timelines/modern_art_timeline.htm
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Intensity  
Intensity (value) is the brightness or dullness of a colour. 
A high intensity of colour is bright and harsh on the eyes, while a low intensity is soft 
and dull. 
This can be obtained by adding grey to a colour. 
When adding a neutral (black or white) or another colour to a colour, the colour is 
said to be degraded. 
 

Value is the lightness or darkness of a colour 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hues are grouped into three groups. 

Primary colours 

Primary colours are the colours from which 

all other colours are obtained. 

This means you can not mix any other 

colours to make up the primary colours. 

These three colours are Red, Blue and 

Yellow 
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Secondary colours  

These colours are hues, green , violet and orange.   

They are the secondary colours because they are 

made by mixing 50% of one primary colour to 50% 

of another primary colour. 

 

Tertiary colours 

Are obtained by mixing secondary colours together to create tins and shades. 

 

Warm and cool colours 

Warm colours are ones that use the hues, red, yellow as well as any combination 

of the two. 

Warm colours are those associated with fire and the sun that suggest warmth. 

Cool colours are those ones that have at least 50% of 

the hue blue. 

Cool colours are colours that can be associated with any 

type of water and the sky. 

Complementary Colours 

Complementary colours are directly opposite to each 
other in the colour wheel. 

image: https://visme.co/blog/wp-content/uploads/color-
psychology-in-marketing-complementary-color-scheme.jpg 
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Here are some other examples of 

complementary colours: 

• Red and green 
• Blue and orange 
• Yellow and violet 

The way to tap into colour 
psychology in marketing with 
complementary colours is by 
adjusting the quantity of each 
colour. 

The general rule of thumb is to use 
around 80% of one colour and 20% 
of the other. If the balance is 50/50, 

the visual shock will be too strong and will make your graphics hard to look at. 

Complementary colours are usually one warm colour and one cool colour. A well-
balanced colour harmony with complementary colours can be inviting and 
interesting to look at. 

 Analogous Colours 

Analogous colours are the ones that sit next to each other on the colour wheel. For 
example, blue, blue-green, and green-blue. These colours can often be used on 
their own, creating a calm and unified design. 
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Monochromatic Colours 

A monochromatic colour harmony is made up of various shades and tints of the 
same hue. Using a balance of shades and tints of just one colour can make a really 
interesting composition of light and dark areas. 

image: https://visme.co/blog/wp-content/uploads/color-psychology-in-marketing-
monochromatic-color-scheme.jpg 

 
This might not be the best choice for a marketing graphic because the general feel 
of a monochromatic palette is deep and nuanced. Creating contrast with a 
monochromatic colour scheme is difficult, even for artists.  

Triadic Colours 

A triadic colour palette is made of three colours that are equally distant from each 
other in the colour wheel. If you were to connect the chosen colours with lines, you 
would end up with an equilateral triangle. 

image: https://visme.co/blog/wp-content/uploads/color-psychology-in-marketing-
triadic-color-scheme.jpg 

 
A triadic colour scheme has either two warm 
colours and one cool, or two cool colours and one 
warm. 

This type of colour harmony can easily look 
overwhelming and visually muddled. For example, 
when choosing a triadic scheme of tertiary colours, 
things can get muddy if the shades are too dark. 

However, a triad of secondary colours will look 
more neutral and a triad of primary colours will 
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create a vibrant and lively colour scheme. 

The triadic colour scheme you should choose depends on your goal. 

For digital graphics, the tertiary and secondary triads might not be a good idea. They 
are way too dark and moody, and are more suited for fine artists. Stick to the 
primary triads in varying shades and tints. 

Activity 4       

 

Popular culture 
Wikipedia defines popular culture as ‘the totality of ideas, perspectives, attitudes, 
images and other phenomena that are deemed preferred through an informal 
consensus within the mainstream of any given society’. 
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Activity 5 
In class: 
 
o Read all the information about the album. 
o Discuss the questions and then answer them before writing down your 

conclusions below. 
 

Michael Jackson - Dangerous 
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Michael Jackson Dangerous Artwork 

The creator of Michael Jackson dangerous album cover was the artist Mark Ryden.a 

popular surrealist artist, Mark Ryden, conceived and executed to be the artwork 

sleeve of Michael Jackson’s iconic album, ‘Dangerous,’ in 1991 at the request of 

Michael Jackson, whose contributions to the painting make it a true collaborative 

effort between two great artists It took him six months to finish Michael Jackson 

dangerous artwork. Much of the life of Michael Jackson is reflected in it both in 

pictures as symbols. Mark Ryden was born on 20 January 1963 in Medford, Oregon, 

California. In 1987 he received the School of Design in Pasadena. Among his clients 

were Stephen King, Leonardo DiCaprio, Robert De Niro. Michael Jackson hired 

Mark Ryden because he was a fan of circus posters from the early last century, and 

had the mentality to interpret the images they wanted Jackson on the cover. 

Account cartoonist asked Michael very specific things, and he also drew own 

analogies to make room for these symbols. Michael told Mark that the design should 

be mysterious, and that people will interpret in their own way. 

Let’s analyze this cover design, step by step. 

1 – The name “Michael Jackson” on his eyes gave way to a huge theatrical mask 

that seems to want to cover everything. From that centre dominates the scene 

perfectly. Eyes and perfect eyebrows with a small lock of hair falling from his 

forehead and a brown skin, make the perfect ornament for domination. 

2 – On a fairy appears the head of a monkey about to be crowned. It is his chimp 

Bubbles who was rescued from a cancer research facility back in 1985. It’s 

noteworthy that all of the work environment is practically covered by animals. 

3 – Right in the centre are grouped various animals: a peacock, accurate 

representations of glamor and gorgeous as is usually the entertainment world, an 

elephant with a number 9 on the front (as that number next to 7, the most prominent 

in numerology), a rhinoceros, a walrus, and so on. 

4 – On either side of Michael’s eyes are two faces of clowns with bonnets. Both 

represent the circus but also the theatre and who are in the classical view of 

theatrical performance, one crying and one laughing. 

5 – Two musical cherubs appear on both sides of a star of good fortune, announcing 

the sound and music. 

6 – A prehistoric man, perhaps a warrior tribe (seniority is an obsession for Michael 

Jackson). In his hands accompanies this great concert with two dishes. 
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7 – More angels appear in the left of the image, this time an angel and smaller child 

in a few fish in the style of living carrousels or uncles. 

8 – An entry to a kind of “ghost train” or “labyrinth of terror.” On board the cars are 

again the monkey “Bubbles”, a rat can be “Ben”, an Antipolo and an elephant. This 

entrance is flanked by a classic pirate symbol denoting evil but turn the adventure, 

so present in these passages. 

9 – On the left is a half-open hand, which is Michael Jackson because on three 

fingertips are the classic “band aids”. Standing on your palm is a black child holding 

the skull of the elephant man, whose remains wanted to buy but could not. On that 

Palm appears drawn a world map depicting the presence of Michael Jackson as a 

worldwide star. On the wrist is the number 7, as I had said next to 9 are special 

numbers in numerology. 

10 – In the bottom centre of the scene is a kind of galactic belt surrounding a world 

upside down, you have in your floor a lot of symbols that represent hazards as 

caravels and pistols, technological advances such as rockets and mysteries of 

science as atoms and chains of particles. 

11 – Here is the image of Barnum, creator of the world’s most famous circuses, 

being an explicit homage to this cover very “circus”. The bust is in the jacket lapel a 

pin with the number “1998” and if we add 1 +9 +9 +8 the result is 27 (the seven-

positive number in numerology) and adding 2 +7 gives 9 (the other number 

positive). 

12 – The output of this “corridor” or “ghost train” since the end of the story 

everything has changed. Bubbles disappeared and instead sits with Michael but his 

image of child star, behind him the skeleton of the elephant man (whom we spoke) 

behind his friend happy Macaulay Culkin and closing the Antipolo row ends up being 

another skeleton. 

13 – An eye Greek appears on the upper facade of the exit of the maze. It is a 

symbol of protecting God who sees everything. 

14 – Michael gr an admirer of the masters of world painting has added two dinner s 

classic is one inside a crystal ball and the other on one of the pillars of the Afghan 

king dog described below. 

15 – In the middle of the table on the right is the image of Afghan dog on his throne. 

The image is inspired by a painting “Napoleon on his Throne” painted by artist Jean-

Auguste Ingres in 1806. The painting is housed in Paris in the Museum of the army 

which also surveys the work of Napoleon Batum. 
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16 – There are two other figures that are part of the Dangerous cover that are 

included in the luxury three-three-dimensional version is a two-legged dog and a girl 

the entire body in his arms holding a large green beetle e. Undoubtedly the cover of 

“Dangerous” by the cover design of “Sergeant Pepper” by The Beatles are the most 

performed two covers in music history. 

17 – At the bottom of cover, you can see the image of Aleister Crowley, an 

influential English occultist, astrologer, mystic and ceremonial magician. Read more 

about him here. 

Account Mark Ryden, artist of the cover of “Dangerous” that had previously worked 

with the Art Director for Sony, Nancy Donald in many other projects and when the 

project was commissioned by Michael Jackson she thought of him. 

Michael Jackson showed him a book with their jobs and liked a lot. Ryden was thus 

that he met with the King of Pop in his study where he could hear some of his new 

music and talked about the idea. 

He then had a week to create some strokes, doing 5 pencil drawings. Only one was 

elected, the current draft of the lid. 

The other four sketches that were not accepted by Michael Jackson, but had the 

same general style that the cover of “Dangerous”. One was a circus poster with a 

skeleton jumping from the innards of a clown, another was focused on a girl in her 

hand she held a skull, another idea was very similar to the final cover, but the scene 

was set outdoors and the Michael Jackson’s eyes were mixed with clouds over the 

chimp Bubbles which was standing on a pile of animals. 

Mark Ryden also note that for the first sketches of the cover of “Dangerous” drew 

heavily on the video for the song “Leave Me Alone” found in the feature film 

“Moonwalker”, saying that “it was the image, design and the items were great” 

The cover of “Dangerous” was the biggest project Mark Ryden asked what date he 

demanded six months’ hard work. Although the original painting is very large, the 

great challenge of the artist was that by reducing the size of a cover of a compact 

disc detail and the concept did not disappear. 

One of its inspiration to the many details was listening to the tracks on the album as 

Michael Jackson was finishing his recording and song titles also served to introduce 

certain concepts. And so, the album title and the song “Dangerous” provided a 

starting point for the base of the drawing. 

Mark Ryden said that despite the great advances in digital technology, the drawing 

is not supported by computers and nothing is done the old way, only brush with 

acrylics on a panel, which still remains in its original study, without I was asked by 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aleister_Crowley
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Michael Jackson or the art division of Sony Music, as the latter only bought the 

reproduction rights. Ensures the artist than anyone else could buy your original 

drawing. 

As for the freedom to create his work, Ryden had the opportunity to draw without 

pressure, except for some very specific added that Michael Jackson asked himself 

near the end of the work. For example, he wanted the actor Macaulay Culkin was in 

one of the cars that pull out of the tunnel on the right and placed the pin “1998” on 

the lapel of P. Barnum. 

1. Who is the artist? 

 

 

 

2. What is the title of the album? 

 

 

 

3. Describe the album cover in detail. 
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4. Why do you think the artist chose these specific images? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. What do the images mean to you personally? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Which art element stands out to you? Explain. 

 

 

 

 

7. Which design principle do you think was used the best? Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VISUAL ARTS            CREATIVE ARTS                   GRADE 9 TERM 3 2021
   

Page 28 of 48 
 

8. How does the artist of this album cover contribute to global popular culture? 

Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

9. Would you describe this album cover as an example of good art? Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. If you had to change anything on the album cover, what would it be? 

Explain. 

 

 

 

 

11. If you had to design an album for this artist/s, what would it look like? 

Explain your choices. 
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Activity 6     Date:  ___________________ 

Formal assessment  

Name of Learner  

Subject Visual Arts 

Grade 9 

Type of assessment Individual 

Topic Create in 2D 

Practical Personal example of popular culture 

Date of assessment Term 3 

Completion date  

Mark allocation 50 

Learners marks  

District 
 

School Name 
 

Educator 
 

Signature  

Date  

Moderator 
 

Signature  

Date  
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Popular culture 

Wikipedia defines popular culture as ‘the totality of ideas, perspectives, attitudes, 

images and other phenomena that are deemed preferred through an informal 

consensus within the mainstream of any given society’. 

 

Popular culture 

Popular culture (or pop culture) refers to the kinds of things that become popular, 

and that everyone uses, listens to or wants to own. Popular culture is spread in 

many different ways in society. The media, for example, radio, television and 

magazines make popular culture known across global society. Think about the 

ways that you yourself have been influenced by global popular culture. 

Popular culture 

Pop Art was an art movement that started in the mid-1950s in Great 

Britain and the late 1950s in the USA. Some of the best-known Pop 

Art artists include: Roy Lichtenstein, Andy Warhol, David Hockney, 

Jasper Johns and Keith Haring. Pop Art does not refer so much to the 

art itself, but more to the attitudes that created it. It employs different 

aspects of mass culture such as advertising, comic books and 

mundane cultural objects. Pop Artists often remove an object from its context, 

isolate it, and then combine it with other objects. 

 

An icon is a thing or person seen as a symbol of something else, e.g. Nelson 

Mandela is a symbol of peace; pop icon a person regarded as an icon especially by 

young people 

Icons are people who have made a big impression on global society and culture. 

They include people like Nelson Mandela, Mother Theresa and Mahatma Ghandi, 

and are generally admired by everybody. Pop icons are people who have made an 

impression on young people and are popular among the youth. This often happens 

through music, which is a global phenomenon. We can listen to music wherever we 



VISUAL ARTS            CREATIVE ARTS                   GRADE 9 TERM 3 2021
   

Page 33 of 48 
 

are in the world, and so it spreads quickly to global culture. Michael Jackson was a 

pop icon of the 1980s. His famous ‘moonwalk’ is still imitated by young people all 

over the world. He died in 2009. 

Careers  

Photography is an art form, because professional photographers carefully plan their 

photographs, taking art elements like colour, shape, texture and tone into 

account, and making use of design principles like contrast in their work. The 

camera becomes the eye through which they see, and they learn to create 

interesting and beautiful images with their skills. 

Artists’ contribution to global popular culture  

Photography helps to spread popular culture by spreading images around the globe. 

Think of the pop icons that you know. It is through photography and video footage 

that we know what they look like. Many graphic artists and designers of different 

kinds admire pop culture, and they often use their work to spread it across the 

globe. The age of superheroes in film produced decades of people who tried to 

dress and look like superheroes!  

FOR THIS ALSO KEEP IN MIND THE THEME SONG OF THE MOVIE 

“DANGEROUS MINDS”. SONG IS GANGSTA’S PARADISE. 

Section A: 

In class: 

 

• Divide into groups of 4–5. 

• Discuss the following before making notes on your own personal feelings and 

conclusions: 

 

1.  Describe how you see yourself and the world you live in.    (2) 
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2. Who is your favourite comic book character / superhero? Why do you like it?(2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Which cultural objects, products, advertisements, comic book characters, etc. 

best describe the way you see yourself and the world you live in? Explain. (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

o In this activity you must create either a CD cover for one of your favourite artists, 

‘wallpaper’ for a cell phone or a computer screensaver. COVER FOR THE 

SONG GANGSTA’S PARADISE. 

 

4. What are you going to create? Explain. (e.g. a cd cover for my favourite artist) 

– write name of artist and name of cd))       (3) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



VISUAL ARTS            CREATIVE ARTS                   GRADE 9 TERM 3 2021
   

Page 35 of 48 
 

You are allowed to make use of any appropriate media to create your CD 

cover, wallpaper or screensaver. 

 

5. What media do you think would work best for this task? Explain.   (2) 

 

 

 

6. Write down a list of materials you will need to successfully complete this 

activity  (4) 

 

 

 

 

 

Total section A: _____ / 15 

 

Section B: 

• Make a few thumbnail drawings to explore different images that encompass 

popular culture as you see it. 

• Think of the following: 

• What is the purpose of your artwork? 

• What statement would you like to make through your artwork? 

• Are there any specific emotions or thoughts you want to evoke? 

• Experiment in your drawings with different art elements and design principles. 

• If you do make use of the artwork of other artists for inspiration, make sure 

that you do not copy them, but create your own unique style of expression. 
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In class: 

 

• Make a small, rough drawings of your final artwork. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

o Create your final artwork, using your chosen media. 

o Be aware of the time-limit you have in which to finish your artwork, and 

make sure that you pace yourself well. 

o This activity will be assessed, so make sure you look at the assessment 

rubric to understand how you will be assessed.  

o Exhibit your artwork in the classroom. 

o Reflect on your art and the process you followed to create it, as well as 

the artwork of your peers. 
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ASSESSMENT SECTION B:  

CREATE IN 2D 

Popular culture 

Criteria                                                                                  

Marks ➔ 

2 1 0 

Planning: Completed at least one thumbnail drawing in 

workbook. 

   

Understanding and use of art elements    

Understanding and use of design principles    

Use of tools, materials, resources    

Craftsmanship and/or neatness    

Attitude: Quality of work    

Participation and cooperation    

Respect for other learners and artwork    

Time-management: class time    

Originality / creativity    

0 – Not achieved 1 – Partially achieved 2 – Outstanding achievement 

Total section B: 20 

Section C: 

1. Which part of the creative process did you enjoy the most? Explain.  (2) 

 

 

 

 

2. What do you like the most about your final artwork? Explain.    (2) 
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3. Which design principle did you use the best? Explain.    (2) 

 

 

 

 

4. Do you think you succeeded in creating an artwork that is a good example of 

your own interpretation of popular culture? Explain.     (2) 

 

 

 

 

o Choose an artwork that you do not like which was created by one of your peers. 

 

5. Describe this artwork.           (2) 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Explain why you do not like this artwork.       (1) 

 

 

 

 

7. Do you think it is a good example of popular art? Explain.     (2) 
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8. If you were the artist of this artwork, what would you change? Explain.  (2) 

 

 

 

 

Total section C: 15 

 

Total section A: _____ / 15 

Total section B: _____ / 20 

Total section C: _____ / 15 

 

Grand Total: _____ / 50 

 

Date: ___________________________ 

 

Assessor:  __________________________________ 

 

Comments: 
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RUBRIC - POPULAR CULTURE 

 

 Criteria Outstanding 

achievement (2) 

Partially achieved 

(1) 

Not achieved (0) 

1.  Understanding 

and use of art 

elements 

The learner clearly 

communicates an 

understanding of the 

expected art elements 

through the use thereof 

in his/her work. 

The learner 

communicates some 

understanding of the 

expected art elements 

through the use 

thereof in his/her work. 

The learner is 

unsuccessful in 

communicating an 

understanding of the 

expected art 

elements through 

the use thereof in 

his/her work. 

2.  Understanding 

and use of 

design 

principles 

The learner clearly 

communicates an 

understanding of the 

expected design 

principles through the 

use thereof in his/her 

work. 

The learner 

communicates some 

understanding of the 

expected art design 

principles through the 

use thereof in his/her 

work. 

The learner is 

unsuccessful in 

communicating an 

understanding of the 

expected design 

principles through 

the use thereof in 

his/her work. 

3.  Use of tools, 

materials, 

resources: 

The learner 

explored the 

materials in a 

unique way 

The learner managed to 

successfully make use 

of the expected tools, 

materials and 

resources. 

The learner explored 

materials in very 

imaginative and unique 

ways; experimented 

with several materials 

and techniques before 

choosing the final 

design; construction 

techniques are 

excellent 

The learner was only 

partially successful in 

making use of the 

expected tools, 

materials and 

resources. 

The learner attempted 

to explore the 

materials in unique 

and imaginative ways; 

more experimentation 

is needed; 

construction 

techniques are 

adequate 

The learner was 

unsuccessful in 

making use of the 

expected tools, 

materials and 

resources. 

The learner only 

used one kind of 

material or materials 

were used in a 

predictable and 

boring manner; 

construction 

techniques are 

lacking 

4.  Craftsmanship 

and/or 

neatness 

The learner succeeded 

in completing the 

activity with a high level 

of craftsmanship and/or 

neatness. 

The learner succeeded 

in completing the 

activity with an 

average level of 

craftsmanship and/or 

neatness. 

The learner did not 

complete the activity 

with an acceptable 

level of 

craftsmanship 

and/or neatness. 
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5.  Attitude 

towards quality 

of work 

The learner’s attitude 

towards his/her work is 

highly commendable. 

This is clear through the 

high quality of work 

delivered. 

The learner’s attitude 

towards his/her work is 

lacking in the quality of 

work delivered. 

The learner’s 

attitude towards 

his/her work is 

negative, and 

reflects as such in 

the quality of work 

delivered. 

6.  Participation 

and 

cooperation 

There is ample 

evidence that the 

learner fully participated 

and cooperated in all 

aspects of this activity. 

There is some 

evidence that the 

learner fully 

participated and 

cooperated in all 

aspects of this activity. 

There is little 

evidence that the 

learner fully 

participated and 

cooperated in all 

aspects of this 

activity. 

7.  Respect for 

other learners 

and artwork 

There is ample 

evidence that the 

learner respects other 

learners and artwork. 

There is some 

evidence that the 

learner respects other 

learners and artwork. 

There is no evidence 

that the learner 

respects other 

learners and 

artwork. 

8.  The learner was 

able to plan 

and prepare 

independently. 

The learner was able to 

plan and prepare with 

very little help from 

peers/instructor. 

The learner needed 

some help from 

peers/instructor to plan 

and prepare. 

The learner needed 

significant help from 

peers/ instructor to 

plan and prepare. 

9.  Time-

management: 

class time 

The learner was highly 

successful in managing 

the time he/she had in 

class to complete this 

activity. 

The learner was 

partially successful in 

managing the time 

he/she had in class to 

complete this activity. 

The learner was 

unsuccessful in 

managing the time 

he/she had in class 

to complete this 

activity. 

10.  The learner 

created a 

unique cd 

cover that is a 

personal 

interpretation 

of the project 

brief 

Used own ideas and 

developed them in 

unique and very 

personal ways 

Own ideas used but 

could develop them 

further 

Used the ideas of 

the teacher 
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Exciting careers you can have with art 

Fine Arts 

Painter, sculptor, printmaker, photographer, art film maker, portraits’, 
muralist etc. 

Some artists are skilled in drawing, painting, sculpting and film making.  
Look at the work of Norman Cathrine.  He is a South African Artists that 
makes political artworks using, drawings, paintings, sculptures and graphic 
designs. 

 

Photographer  

Illustrator, portrait photographer, photo journalist, fashion photographer, 

news photographer, dark room technician, wedding photographer etc.  

One of South Africa’s famous photographers,  Peter Magubane,  is led 

away by police in the first image below,  while covering a story in 

Alexandria. During the time of Apartheid, he was shat at, detained and 
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imprisoned but he still managed to capture the lost culture and take some 

South Africa’s best photographs such as the picture of Mandiba. 

 

Crafts 

Ceramist, jeweller, weaver, leather 

craftsman, woodcarver, stained glass 

designer, serigraphic,  cement arts etc.  

South Africa is know for some of the best 

crafts in the world.  Here are some of the 

successful craft artists works. 

 

 

Computer Arts 

There are many options and careers you 

can choose from , such as ……. 

Computer website designer, graphics and 

animation, desktop publishing, visual 

reality creator, general computer designs 

etc.  
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Galleries 

Gallery director, curator, art librarian, 

researcher, restorer, lecturer, guide, 

art dealer, artist agent, sales person, 

display artists, etc.  

Cinematographer 

Cinematographer, photographer, animator, set designer, art director 

background artist, wardrobe designer, special effects person, cameraman 

etc. 

Cinematographer, Ray Harryhaussen with two sculptures he designed and 

made for the movie “Clash of the Titans” 

 

Fashion 

Fashion or fabric designers, fashion editor, colour consultant, jewellery 

desingner, photographer, commentator, model dresser, parade organiser, 

make up artist etc. 
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Industry and business 

Industrial engineer and photographer, craftsman, packaged designer, 

design engineer, window trimmer, model maker, buyer, mock up designer, 

glass designer, etc.  A very famous South African industrial designer is 

Brain Steinhoble.  He design creations such as taps …. 

 

 

Journalism 

Art director, illustrator, layout artist, caricaturist, calligrapher, graphic 

designer, photographer, lithographer, political cartoonist, layout artist etc.  

 

 

Interior Decorating 

Fabric designer and consultant, colour consultant, decorator, upholsterer, 

curtain designer, draftsman, antique restorer, furniture designer etc. 
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Military 

Combat photographer and reporter,  sign painter, aerial photographer, 

cartoonist, illustrator, designing combat vehicles etc.   

 

 

Advertising 

Graphic designer, photographer, layout artist, singwriter, colour consultant, 

package designers etc.  
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Architecture 

Architectural illustrator, lighting consultant, draftsman, model maker etc. 

 

Science and Museum 

Technical illustrator, scientific photographer, curator, display artist, diorama 

artists, marine photographer, etc. 

 

Criminology 

Police artist, police and legal photographer etc.  
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Activity 7 

Create a research project in your workbook on the pages provided. 

This information assessment counts 10 marks towards your Term mark. 

Please take care to complete this to the best of your ability. 

Read through the rubric and tick each activity you had completed. 

 

Instructions 

Research the different careers you would have in : 

Drama 

Visual art 

 

Write a essay with a Beginning, Middle and Ending for each one. 

 

Add images describing the Drama and Art careers and explain at least two 

types of careers in each of the categories.  

 

The information on the following pages will help you with your research 

paper. 

 

Assessment 

Careers in Art and Drama 0 - 

1 

1 - 

2 

Tick 

list 

1. Understanding of Drama Careers    

2.Understanding of Visual Art Careers    

3.Learner included images    

4.Learners wrote an essay with a Beginning, Middle and 

end 

   

5.Presentation:  Neatness and Time Management    

 

 

 


